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I General
I Command and control over the military components of a United Nations

Peacekeeping Operation, composed of different national contingents and/or military
observers, has always been a challenge. While serving with the United Nations, military
personnel remain members of their national armed forces. The operational authority over
such forces and personnel is, however, transferred to the United Nations. This authority,
vested in the Secretary-General, is exercised by the United Nations in accordance with
the mandate authorised by the Security Council.

2. The correct application of command and control in peacekeeping operations is
paramount. Effective command and control is essential for the successful
accomplishment of military tasks and objectives in a United Nations Peacekeeping
Operation. In the field, it is imperative that sound and effective command relations
among the contingents are developed through coordination, liaison, integration and
cohesiveness, resulting in unity of effort. This task is easier said than done; indeed the
question of effective command and control over military forces in the field has
accompanied the United Nations since its inception. In the recent past the number of
Membef States participating in United Nations Peacekeeping Operations has increased
significantly. Accordingly, the United Nations relations with the military component of
peacekeeping operations need to be defined, taking due account of common national
defence policies, without prejudicing the provisions of the United Nations Charter and

the discharge of the peacekeeping mandate.

IL. Aim
3. The aim of this paper is:

(a) To explain the concept of United Nations Command and Control over
military personnel in United Nations Peacekeeping Operations;
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