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Background History  
 
 
The (Country of the) Republic of Bogaland has a history of ethnic, religious and cultural 
violence which goes back to early medieval times and the two kingdoms of Mida and 
Kasuria. The two kingdoms struggled for trade dominance and access to the North 
Friendly Sea. Mida and Kasuria were culturally influenced by two of the neighbouring 
countries, the Westland Kingdom and the Northland Kingdom. 
 
The Mida Kingdom was in close alliance with the Westland Kingdom. The trade bonds and 
the opportunity for Midans to study in the Westland Universities had a strong influence on 
culture and religion. The early kings of Mida favoured Echo-Christianity, which became 
and remains the dominant religion within Mida, now with a fundamentalist interpretation of 
the gospel. The head of the Echo Christian church, the archbishop, is seated in 
LINKÖPING. To Echo-Christians, ÖREBRO and STRÄNGNÄS became and remain 
important in their cult, the latter being the destination for the yearly pilgrimage. 
 
The Kasuria Kingdom got support from the Northland Kingdom and was culturally 
influenced through trade bonds and the opportunity for Kasurians to study in the Northland 
Universities. In Kasuria, Delta Christianity became the dominant religion. Delta Christianity 
has evolved in a way that nowadays, and for most Kasurians, makes it compatible with a 
secular lifestyle. To the minority of Kasurians who are traditionalist or fundamentalist Delta 
Christians, the towns of VÄSTERÅS and STRÄNGNÄS are important. 
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In the late 13th century, Echo Christianity spread to GOTLAND as a result of Echo-
Christian Mida immigrants establishing thriving communities all over the island. Due to the 
islands position in the centre of the North Friendly Sea, the main source of income was 
trade with neighbouring countries in the area. Several churches and cultural monuments 
were built then, including a monastery in ROMAKLOSTER. 
 
The first ethnic related violence started in 1389 in the then Mida controlled town of 
ÖREBRO.  Followers of the Echo Christian religious leader Halvar Trosviss, later known 
as S:t Halvar, burned a Delta Christian church, killed the principal chaplain and coerced 
Delta Christians in the town to convert. Those who did not convert were killed. This caused 
a civil war in Mida, which escalated to a war with Kasuria. 
 
Mida got support from Westland, whilst Kasuria only got weak support from the Northland 
Kingdom. The war was a Kasurian failure, with large parts of Kasurian territory being lost 
to and incorporated into Mida, and conquered Kasurian people having to convert to the 
Echo Christianity. 
 
The day the violence started was perceived by highly committed followers of Halvar as the 
beginning of a prophesised expansion of their interpretation of the gospel. According to 
this, Echo Christians are the chosen people, long suffering repression but predestined to 
dominate. The day is celebrated yearly among Midans. 
 
As a result of the support in the war a union between the kingdoms of Westland and Mida 
were formed. The area of Mida consisted of approximately 70 % of today’s Bogaland. The 
Kasurian king now turned to Northland for assistance.  
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The union lasted until the 16th century, when Kasurian intellectuals, living in Northland, 
formed a movement, calling for a reclaim of the motherland and the Delta-Christianity, and 
specifically the cradle of the Delta Christianity (DC), the Church of VÄSTERÅS. This was 
the place were the first DC Bishop was invested, and it is still considered to be a key 
symbol for the DC believers.  
 
The Northland king started a campaign towards the union of Westland and Mida in mid 
16th century. The campaign lasted for five years, and the Northland- Kasuria coalition 
regained its territory and gained some additionally 20 % of the Mida territory. The 
Northland King now formed the Kasurian Protectorate, controlled by a Kasurian king. This 
period of history was characterised by kasurization of the gained areas. Delta Churches, 
schools and academies were formed throughout the gained areas. 
 
Westland was during this time involved in border disputes with the Duke Harold von Grip 
of Articland, which hampered the support to Mida. This was the start of a period that is 
known as the period of darkness by the ethnic Midans and the time of enlightenment by 
the Kasurians. 
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The period of darkness, or enlightenment, lasted until 1850, when the strong military 
Nation of Westland invaded the Northland Protectorate of Kasuria. Northland was weak 
during this time, both military and economically. 
 
During the first decade of the 20th century Northland experienced a deep depression, 
including a huge inflation and unemployment, particularly in the Northland Protectorate of 
Kasuria, and Westland was weakened by attacks from Articland. This caused Kasurian 
nationalistic ideas to flourish.  
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Mida and Kasuria liberal intellectuals met in ÖREBRO 1910, in what was later named “the 
Meeting of Reconciliation and Truth”. The liberal intellectuals drafted a proclamation and a 
skeleton constitution for a republic. Initial talks of the formation of the Republic of Bogaland 
began with Northland in 1915. The Bogaland Republic was formed on the 4 OCT 1915 
consisting of five provinces (including GOTLAND) under a centralised parliament. 
VÄSTERÅS became the capitol.  
 

 
 
 
The Republic of Bogaland did not participate in the First or the Second World War. A huge 
economic development of the country was possible between 1915 and 1945, in particular 
in the north-eastern province, where the conditions for industrial growth were very 
favourable. In the western and southern provinces the development was slower. Export 
from the north-eastern province to Northland and from the southern provinces to Westland 
became of vital importance. 
 
The single most important asset in the economic development of Bogaland was the oil and 
gas findings in the North Friendly Sea. During the late forties, oil and gas was found along 
the coast of Bogaland. The biggest oil reserve was found east of Oxelösund. The 
Bogaland Oil Company was formed in June 1952 as a joint venture between an 
international oil company and the Bogaland government. This joint venture agreement 
expired 1982 and the company came under national ownership. From the very start, most 
of the oil was shipped to refineries in Northland. 
 
Oil revenues became central to the industrial and economic development in Bogaland, and 
the East Kasurian region was favoured as a result of oil revenues being distributed in 
proportion to population size. 
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A social welfare program, which covered medical, social and dental care, was introduced 
in the 1960s. The welfare program was perceived by Midans to favour the Kasurian 
population in the Northern provinces and in the towns on Gotland controlled by Kasurian 
mayors. 
 
In the 1970s the Constitution of the Republic of Bogaland was changed. The new electoral 
system made the number of seats in parliament dependent on the size of the population in 
the province. The previous system gave each of the five provinces 20 seats in the 
parliament, and the chairman of the parliament the absolute vote in case of a 50-50 
situation. The change was made possible by the by now large economic inequality 
between the provinces. The Kasurians achieved a strong position within the political 
institutions through the use of economic power, which was used to buy control of much of 
the Bogaland media and support from a sufficient number of Midan politicians. The new 
electoral system resulted in a 70-30 situation in favour of the Northern, predominantly 
Kasurian, provinces. Out of 12 ministers, only three were of ethnic Mida ethnicity. 
 
The new Bogaland school reform was introduced in 1985. A key change was the 
prohibition of Echo Christianity as a subject in the schools. This later caused 
demonstrations and riots, especially in ethnically mixed areas and in the western part of 
Bogaland. 
 


